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METHODIST CO APPEALS JAIL SENTENCE 


Bishop Testifies for Green 


A Marine recruit, 18, whose religious pacifism 
“crystallized” after six months of training, has begun 
serving a four months sentence for refusing to bear 
arms. The conviction of Private Peter Green has 
been appealed to President Eisenhower by both the 
youth’s father and his home town minister, the Rev- 
erend Dr. Harold A. Bosley of the First Methodist 
Church, Evanston, Illinois. 


The Marine’s father, H. E. Green, has just recently 
returned home after making a flying trip to the West 
Coast in order to arrange for an appeal. 


“Shortly before my son refused to bear arms,” 
Green said, “he applied for transfer to a medical 
unit as a conscientious objector. He did not ask to 
be released from the service. The conviction is 
illegal.” 

Reverend Harold Bosley questioned the right of 
the Marine Corps, rather than the church, to de- 
termine the validity of conscientious objections. 

“I do not deny the Marine Corps the right to— 
and the duty to—uphold military law,” Dr. Bosley 
wrote to President Eisenhower. 

“But I am questioning its right to (1) determine 
what shall constitute religious grounds for conscien- 
tious objection and (2) to be the sole determiner 
of whether one of our church members is sincere 
in making his claim.” 

Green, vice president of the Printers Ink Publish- 
ing Company in Chicago, said the church is one of 
the “leading pacifist Methodist churches im the 
country.” 

But when his son enlisted last September, Green 
said, “The boy’s religious beliefs were just beginning 


to evolve. He didn’t anticipate any trouble, because 
he didn’t feel that strongly about it and he wanted 
to get his service tour over with before beginning 
college. 


“Sometime in March, his thinking crystallized and 
he asked to be transferred to a medical unit.” 


It was at this time that NSBRO entered the case 
in an effort to aid in Green’s original request for 
CO status, and now, in his appeal from the court 
martial. Apparently the Marine Corps has purposely 
violated its own rule that a person who has appealed 
to become a conscientious objector does not have to 
bear arms until the application has been acted upon. 


Green’s application was denied in Washington 
April 19, but by that time he was already under 
charges. 


Green’s company commander and a drill sergeant 
testified that the boy’s objection to carrying arms was 
“more intellectual than religious”. In contrast to 
this was the testimony of Bishop Gerald Kennedy of 
Los Angeles who appeared as a defense witness. The 
Bishop was shown a statement submitted by Green 
last March 13 as part of his claim for recognition as 
a conscientious objector and asked if he thought it 
was a religious statement. 


“It seems obvious to me that it is,” Bishop Kennedy 
replied. “Religion is a man’s total view of life. 
Religion is the convictions a man holds which are 
beyond compromise. . .” 


In ordering a court martial for Green, the base com- 
mand ruled Green did not qualify for conscientious 
objector status because of his earlier statements to 
the company commander. 
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CO Ends Fast for Freedom 
On June 8 after a 30-day fast, 17 days of, which 
involved forced feeding, Seymour Eichel, 27, ended 
his hunger strike which he had been conducting in 
conscientious witness against participation in war and 
prison regimentation. 


Eichel, whose home is in Brooklyn, New York, was 
sentenced last December 27 to a year and a day for 
refusing to register for the draft. His father, Julius 
Eichel, who served two years in prison for refusal 
to register for the draft during World War I, had 
previously appealed to President Eisenhower to find 
some way to free his pacifist son from prison. 


In his letter to the President, he said that he had 
been told by federal officials that no action could be 
taken unless his son applied for parole. This, Mr. 
Eichel said, his son refused to do because of his 
conscientious scruples. 


On the 9th of May Seymour began his “fast for 
freedom”. Believing that she needed to stand by 
her son, Seymour’s mother, Esther, began picketing 
the White House Monday, May 20, seeking her son’s 
freedom. 


NSBRO along with other interested individuals 
and agencies made numerous representations on be- 
half of Eichel before the U. S. Board of Parole, the 
Bureau of Prisons, and other government officials. 
Since he has served over a third of his sentence he 
is eligible for parole, but it remains to be seen 
whether the government will take action without a 
definite request from Eichel. 


Eichel, who holds a master’s degree from Columbia 
University, spent a great deal of his time in prison 
writing letters for the other prisoners, or helping 
them in various ways. Forced innoculations, and the 
sliding of food trays under the barred cell doors of 
quarantined prisoners were among some of the things 
against which Eichel protested. 


U. S. District Court Criticizes Depart- 
ment of Justice for Anti-CO Report 


In the sharply-worded opinion handed down on 
March 8, 1957, Judge Irving R. Kaufman of the U. S. 
District Court in New York City criticized the De- 
partment of Justice for recommending against classi- 
fication of Frank William Erikson as a conscientious 
objector. 

The opinion stated that the Justice Department 
recommendation omitted relevant information con- 
cerning the basis for Erikson’s beliefs. The opinion 
said the FBI report “was entirely favorable”, that 
the recommendation contained “certain alleged ‘facts’ 
which were in reality irrelevant, prejudicial and with- 
out basis in fact”; and that there was “absolutely 
no basis in fact” for the hearing officer’s statement 
that Erikson “spent little time with his religion;” and 
that “I can find no objective fact upon which the 
hearing officer could have based his conclusion” that 
Erikson was not entitled to a I-O classification. 

Judge Kaufman ordered Erikson released from 
custody and ended his opinion with this statement: 
“In view of the highly prejudicial error of law in the 
Department of Justice’s recommendation, and the in- 
clusion of other matter that was misleading, preju- 
dical, irrelevant, and without basis in fact, and since 
the government has not been able to show the board 
did not rely on the recommendation, I can only con- 
clude that the defendant was deprived of his right 
to fair consideration of his claim for exemption.” 

Erikson, a Jehovah’s Witness, was represented by 
Attorney Herman Adlerstein of New York City. 


Second Edition of “Chaplain’s Guide” 
Published 


A second edition of the “Chaplain’s Guide to Con- 
scientious Objectors in the Armed Forces” has been 
printed and is now available for general distribution. 
The guide is an objective, informational pamphlet 
designed to help chaplains understand conscientious 
objectors in the armed forces. It is jointly published 
by NSBRO and the Central Committee for Conscien- 
tious Objectors. 

Even though regulations exist in most branches 
of the armed forces covering the disposition of con- 
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scientious objectors, they are frequently unknown to 
officers and enlisted personnel. Then too, many prob- 
lems of conscientious objectors in the armed forces 
are not covered by regulations. At the time the first 
edition of the guide was published no other publica- 
tion had brought together all the data needed for 
counseling in this area. 


The Chief of Chaplains of each of the three branches 


copies of the guide were distributed in this manner. 
The revised edition is very similar to the 


a 


Single copies may be obtained.free by writing to 
NSBRO and larger quantities may be secured at the 
rate of $2.00 per hundred. 


Robert B. Myers: 
NSBRO Attorney Advisor 


Recent Court Cases Involving COs 


Alfonzo Nichols, a member of the Temple of Islam 
in Milwaukee, has been convicted for a second time 
for refusal to be inducted. On January 24, 1957, the 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit sustained 
the conviction (U. S. v. Nichols, 241 F2d 1) on tech- 
nical grounds, stating: “We hold that as the de- 
fendant did not exhaust his administrative remedy 
by appealing from the classification given him by the 
Local Board, he had no standing in a criminal prose- 
cution to complain of that classification and to urge 
that such classification was co: ” This decision 
emphasizes the importance of taking advantage of all 
procedural steps allowed, particularly the appeal pro- 
cedure, because the opinion implies that Nichols 
might well have been eligible for Class III-A under 
the law if he had exhausted his administrative 
remedies; ie. the Court could possibly have ruled 
that the Draft Boards were wrong in denying him 
III-A, if he had only appealed. 


The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, on February 
16, 1957, sustained the conviction of DOYLE JULIAN 
JONES, a Jehovah’s Witness, in Jones V. U. S., 241 
F2d 704. Jones belatedly sought a I-O classification 
and later worked for a year in a Hydrogen Bomb 
Plant near Aiken, South Carolina. The Court found 
“substantial support in the evidence” for the I-A 
classification given by the Local Board, stating that 
working in the Hydrogen Bomb Plant was “peculiary 
inconsistent with a claim of conscientious objection 


The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, on October 
9, 1956, sustained the conviction of JOHN RONALD 
CAPEHART, a Jehovah’s Witness, in Capehart v. 
U. S., 237 F2d 388—and Certiorari to the Supreme 
Court was denied January 14, 1957, in 77 S.Ct. 363. 
Capehart had sought Ministerial Classification, but 
had been given the I-O classification and had sub- 
sequently refused to report for civilian work. The 
Court held the Local Board was justified in refusing 
ministerial classification to Capehart who worked 44 


the Court ruled that “such errors as may have been 
voiced by members of the Local Board were ren- 
dered innocuous by the subsequent classifications 
by the appeals boards”—in other words, that appeals 
to the State and Presidential Appeal Boards “cor- 
rected” the local board’s misunderstanding of the 
law. 


U. S. v. JESSEN, USCA10, 242 F2d 213, 2/16/57. 


In an opinion handed down on February 16, 1957, 
the Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit found 
Curtis A. Jessen, a Jehovah’s Witness, guilty of re- 
fusing to report for civilian work at the Denver Gen- 
eral Hospital. Counsel for Jessen sought an acquittal 
on the ground that the Local Board has been illegally 
composed of members from different counties, and 
that the Board itself exercised jurisdiction over 
more than one county, contrary to Section 460(b) 
Title 50 USCA App. The Court ruled that the phrase 
“One or more Local Boards in each county or poli- 
tical subdivision corresponding thereto of each state” 
did not mean that such boards must exist wholly 
within territorial limits of one county. The Court 
also said the validity of a local board cannot properly 
be raised in this type of case. 


Jessen had been acquitted by the same court in 
May 1954, on the ground that the “uncontroverted 
evidence sustained his claim for I-O classification.” 
The Hearing Officer had recommended I-O, but the 
Justice Department recommended against I-O because 
Jessen said he would engage in a theocratic war and 
might indulge in self defense. The Appeal Board fol- 
lowed the Justice Department recommendation, and 
procsecution followed. 


U.S. v. BRADSHAW, 242 F2d 180. 


The Court of Appeals in Denver sustained the con- 
viction of James Wesley Bradshaw for failing to re- 
port for I-W work recently. 








Bradshaw, a company publisher for Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, claimed to be a minister but had been given 
a I-O classification instead. The Court ruled that it 
was proper for the Local Board to find that Brad- 
shaw was not a Minister within the definition of the 
Selective Service Law, although he spent 40 hours a 
week in ministerial work, teaching, preaching and 
studying, on the ground that he also worked 40 hours 
a week as a machinist in order to support his family. 


The Court also ruled that even though the Local 
Board failed to post the names of Advisors and cut 
Bradshaw short in his testimony before the Board, 
such action was not sufficient grounds for acquittal 
because at the trial Bradshaw was unable to show 
that he had been prejudiced by such action. 


U. S. v. COLFORD, CCAg, 12/21/56, 238 F2d 858. 


The Court of Appeals in Michigan sustained the 
conviction of Jack Corwin Colford who failed to 
report for I-W work at the Northville (Mich.) State 
Hospital. Colford, a Jehovah’s Witness, had sought 
ministerial classification. 

The Court found it proper to deny him ministerial 
classification because he worked 8 hours a day as a 
file clerk at General Motors. The Court also found 
that the absence of the Advisor’s List was not preju- 
dicial. And it also found that the presence of an 
Army Officer at the Board interview was not illegal 
because he was there as an “observer only.” 


Conscientious Objectors and Their 
Service in Sweden 


Refusal to serve in the army is on a legal basis 
in Sweden because the Swedish law contains the 
words: “The King may nobody’s conscience enforce 
or allow to be enforced”. This means that those 
who have conscientious scruples because of religious 


or ethical reasons can, after petition to the govern- 
ment, be exempted from military service. 

In Sweden, as in the United States, a CO must do 
work which is in some way of value to the country in 
lieu of military service. According to an article 
written for International News by Lars Bolander, a 
great many COs do forestry work while others dig 
out ruins. But apparently the greater number of 
COs do their service in the fire service or on the 
Swedish railways. They are given very complete 
and thorough training so that*in case of emergencies 
they can work as firemen or repairers. A CO’s 
service in peacetime lasts 540 days while the military 
service lasts only 390 days. 


However, according to Bolander, things are far 
from easy for some conscientious objectors. He re- 
lates the intensive debate which took place in the 
Swedish newspapers in 1956 concerning a famous 
women journalist who refused to join the civil de- 
fense program. She maintained that, in spite of the 
humanitarian work the civil defense does in wartime, 
no woman should take part in training or preparing 
for coming war; but she should do all in her power 
to strengthen the peace movement and direct her- 
self towards peace. The journalist also declared that 
she was willing to do her service for an organization 
which worked in an active way for peace. She re- 
ferred to the Quakers peace work and to International 
Work Camps. Because the government could not 
understand her reasons and referred to the fact 
that the conscientious objectors were quite satisfied 
with their present form of service the journalist was 
given a prison sentence. 


Bolander concludes by saying that conscienticus 
objectors in Sweden are happy that their government 
recognizes them, but are looking forward to the day 
when they will be allowed to perform services in 
the way in which they believe to be right. 
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